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COVID-19 PANDEMIC:
A MOMENT TO LEARN AND TO WRITE

Mochamad Aviandy
Faculty of Humanities, Universitas Indonesia

March 2020 marks the coming of bad news to this country. COVID-19 pandemic began to
strike and its domino impacts have affected almost all aspects of life, including academic and
scientific writing on journal. In the midst of the spirit of working and researching from home, the
International Review of Humanities Studies Journal is back to publish for July 2020 edition. The
issues discussed are increasingly diverse, marked by the diverse expertises of the respective
authors. Domestic contributions can be seen from the articles of the researchers from Universitas
Indonesia, particularly from the Faculty of Humanities and the School of Strategic and Global
Studies which are interconnected with the scholars from the Indonesian Police College and Al
Azhar University.

Since this journal is intended to be available internationally, it is also necessary to pay
attention to the contributions of foreign authors. Researchers from the University of Uyo, the
University of llorin, the University of Benin, the University of Lagos, and Delta State University
provide interesting views on the issues of humanities in Nigeria. Five articles from various
universities in Nigeria are interconnected with independent researchers from the People's Republic
of China, who without links to universities or colleges have sent their own independent research
articles.

This edition begins with Darmoko's writing that discusses the moral complexities of
Javanese in the Asmara Djibrat Ludira novel. Darmoko's research emphasises the spiritual role of
knight figures who defended their territory and romance. The second article is from Letmiros who
also discusses Java. Letmiros saw a mosque in Jogjakarta, namely the Jogokariyan Mosque, as an
agent of change as well as a legend. Letmiros argued that by having activities — whether it is
spiritual, economic, cultural, or politics — that are conducted in the mosque, mosque can be
ordained as an agent of change and branded as legendary, especially in the city of Jogjakarta.

The third article is a research carried out during the COVID-19 pandemic. Fera Belinda
saw how a new normality, in a tourist village in the Badung-Bali area, is interconnected with local
wisdom and health protocols. Fera Belinda's study shows that health science on pandemic like
COVID-19 can be analysed together using the humanities approach. Then in the fourth article, we
are invited to take a walk to explore Nigerian drama. Inegbe and Rebecca see that a theatre, titled
Cemetary Road, has a significant impact on Nigerian society; to the extent that it can be considered
a radical impact. Inegbe and Rebecca's research provides new treasure of knowledge, especially
for readers in the regions outside Nigeria.

In the fifth article, we are invited to see how online studies, especially the use of video
technology, are utilised by teachers. Silalahi and Halimi see how the use of two methods, namely
the use of video teaching and the use of textual textbook teaching, are compared between the
experimental class and the control class. In conclusion, they find that video-based teaching
provides better results in the learning process. The next article, by Soekarba and Rosyidah, invites
us to see the contribution of the Hadrami group to a community in the Tegal area, Central Java.
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The impact of the Hadrami (Al Irsyad) group movement was mostly felt in the social and
educational fields in the area.

The seventh article invites us to get to know Nigeria. Okpevra's research discusses pre-
colonial aspects in the Delta State, Nigeria. This research concludes that intergroup relations in
the region are influenced by factors of origin, equality of geographical conditions, and similarity
of cultural practices. The eighth article invites us to get acquainted with humanities research that
is associated with psychological studies of the police. Mayastinasari and Suseno discussed how
strengthening the current role of the police influences the public satisfaction, especially in North
Sumatra where this research took place.

The ninth article is an issue that has been discussed lately. Nwosu discusses the issue of
homosexuality in the Catholic group in Nigeria which is interconnected with its society. Although
the discussed issues are quite sensitive, the scientific explanation could vividly answers the
questions regarding these issues. Next, the tenth article from Akpan and Edem discusses how a
film, in this case Frozen, is examined from the perspective of digital technology and digital
costumes which is a new contribution in analysing a child-friendly content. The eleventh article of
Ademakinwa and Smith discusses a film adapted from a well-known Nigerian novelist in the
United States, Chimamanda Adichie. Ademakinwa and Smith's findings state that collective
memory, reconstructed through film, can have a more significant impact than that of novels. It can
even create a crisis within society if not properly controlled.

The twelfth article from Filia and Nurfitri invites us to explore the expression of
confessions of love in Japanese. Data on love expressions from these researchers were collected
via video interviews. It is interesting to find that the expression of love turns out to depend on the
cultural context associated with togetherness and sustainability. The next article, the thirteenth, is
a contribution of an independent Chinese researcher named Zhang Guanan. He analysed Chinese
folklore, Pi Ying, with wayang kulit — leather puppet — stories. It is interesting to follow how
Guanan managed to find the uniqueness of both in his research.

The fourteenth article by Sugiharto and Puspitasari discusses the online stalking activities
of urban millennial. It is their second research which found that cyber stalking is a natural thing
for millennial generation living in urban areas, including following colleagues, friends, spouses,
even ex-spouses and friends who have not been associated for a long time. The fifteenth paper
from Guanah Akbanu and Obi discusses the practice of online journalism in Nigeria, using
artificial intelligence. The case study they chose was how journalists in Edo, Nigeria, perceived
the use of Al in their journalistic methods. It was found that the use of Al turned out to be more
positive for journalism in the area.

The sixteenth article by Sonya Suganda discusses how a commemorative object,
stolperschwelle, is useful as an object for narrative of the death. The object that was initially used
to commemorate Nazi victims has developed to be the object to commemorate those who are
marginalized, including homosexuals, gypsies, and those who are exiled because of political
differences. The next contribution, the seventeenth, comes from Zagiatul, Al Azhar University
who discusses how the functioning of suffixes and verbs is interconnected in the realm of Arabic
conjugation. The eighteenth article by Hutapea discusses a quite sensitive issue, namely the
conflict between the native people of Jogja and the Papuans living in Jogjakarta. This conflict was
examined from the perspective of the police, especially how they controlled it. The nineteenth
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article from Arif Budiman discusses the strategy used by the French interpreter in the film Marlina
Murder in Four Acts. The last article by Basuni discusses the problem of the Arabic-Indonesian
translation, in the context of the increasingly contextual scripture.

Hopefully, this current edition along with the entire articles can enlighten the readers and
contribute significantly to the knowledge of humanities studies.
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