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famous as an outstanding scholar of Islam and 
much more. His reputation is also contested 

his many recommendations to the colonial government. In short, he is both 

So, who or what was he? 

on colonialism, the role of the indigenous people in the colony, scholarly and 

astonishing details and ideas. 

received from a large number of people in many parts the world. There is a 
certain danger of basing oneself on letters for a biography as there is no way to 
ascertain whether what was written in the letters was indeed what did happen 



Wacana

people discussed in them and the delicate relations between the Netherlands 

den Doel has read lots and lots of letters and he quotes liberally from them in 

it stands to reason than the overriding themes of the correspondence are of 
a detached and scholarly nature and do not necessarily shed light on who 

with whom he corresponded, also about private matters. 
Not many letters are quoted from family members or intimate friends 

and with whom he remained friends all his life. I have the impression that it 
is quite hard to get a picture of the man behind the carefully created public 

their paths in unpleasant ways. That he was a tender-hearted person becomes 

mother and sisters as well as with his wives and children, but little use seems 

wife and children. Perhaps these letters have simply not survived or were 
among the papers his wife and daughter destroyed. That he also had another 
side to his character becomes clear from the way he treated his students and 
anyone who got in his way or dared to disagree with him: he set out to destroy 
them in such a way that they suffered from his treatment, sometimes till their 

emerges is that of a scholar who accepted colonialism as a matter of course 
but was also a modern person who understood that the Indonesian people 

own hands. Therefore, he was not against the modern nationalist movement 
which strove to attain independence. Indeed, he was in favour of accepting 

point of departure was one more of admiration than of distance. The upshot 
is that little attention has been paid to the criticism which must have also been 



far-off places after which they still had only scratched the surface of what is 

indigenous people and how they tried to come to terms with Islam. It 

universities and what they should teach has not changed much over the years. 
It seems that then, as now, scholarship also had to be practical and relevant 
to society at large, whatever that meant or means.

one has read about a certain issue by referring to an index. The fact that no 

to do and what sources he has used and their peculiarities is also a pity, as is 

having had help, suggestions, criticism, et cetera from other people but this is 

of any information about how old the photographs are, which means that, 
for the uninitiated, no clue has been provided about whether the information 
on the photograph is still valid. A map of Indonesia referring to the credit for 
the illustrations also fails to offer the information one might want to have. As 
it stands, for one unacquainted with Indonesia, it is now almost impossible 

of his time. 

the colonial period and in his international scholarly context. It is also a 
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